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The despatch under reference reported that the "Comptoir Conmercial et 
Industrial du Brabant" (COCILJBRA), 20 Rue de l»Ecuyer, Brussels, has contracted to 
sell 7,500 tons of Chilean copper to "Arnold Siebenmann", of Zurich, which is 
eventually to be diverted to Gdynia. 

On August k, this inf ormation was forwarded by the febaasy to the East-West 
Trade Section of the Belgian Ministry of Foreign Commerce. The Babassy has now 
received a note from the Ministry, dated October 1U, 195k, which states that an 
investigation by the Belgian authorities ha 3 shown a sizable transit movement 
through Antwerp of Chilean copper to Poland and to the U.S.S.R. "COCIMBRA", this 
note states, (toes not appear to be involved in these or other copper shipments. 

The substance of the 'Ministry* s note is given below in translation % jit 

Investigation has shown that since the 
month of August, .aore than 2,000 tons of Chilean copper 
has moved in transit through Antwerp towards Poland and 
the. U.S.S.R. 
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This appears to be part of a huge transaction 
which is forwarded in the following way: 

S \ 

The copper, composed principally of "wire bars" 
and ."electrolytic ingots", is shipped from Chile on 
board vessels which call regularly at the ports of 
Qo^eborg, ito lrn o and Boons kar. From these ports, ths 
■at si is shipped 'in transit to Antwerp where it. is 
t ran s ship ped directly on Polish vessels (polskie Linie 
Oceanicsne) or Soviet vessels (Sovtorgflot). 

X ■■ ■ * *• * \ . | * 

The- transit and handling at Antwerp are carried 
by "Transports Interna tionaux* 1 , "P.S.A.L." and 
"Furness Shipping & Agency S, A.". 
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Xn the investigation and after a checK 
of shipping documents, it has not been possible, 
up to now, to learn the names of the persons or 
firms who are behind this operation 

The manifests and bills of lading do not 
Eive any indication of the amount of the fr « i dJ it > 
which was paid in advance, or of the name of the 
consignee* There was not even a due in the way 
of a "notify*. 

As far the fin* "COCHlBHA M , this company 
is not sat up to handle a shipment of 7 ,>00 tons* 

l£r„ Da Ryck, Adninistra-tdr of "COdMBRA", 
states that he has never handled any nan-ferrous 
shipments and insists that he knows nothing 
about any shipment of this nature. 

The Swiss firm "Arnold Siebenaann-Byland" 
is located at 17 Weinbergstrasse, Zurieh 
of Mr. Siebanaann, a businessman, of 31 Rigistrasse, 

Zurich). This Swiss firm does not appear to be 
known to the Antwerp forwarding houses. 

This is all the information that we have be*® 
able to obtain from our investigation of the "COCIMEBi 
firm. Let me assure you that we are c«tirming to 
w»tch the movement of Chilean copper through Antwerp 
and I shall let you know any additional information 
that we obtain in this matter. 
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that these ahlpaant. ha« aOr-d, b* »tad and r^ortM 
by another Foreign Service post. 

For the 



ct USRO, Paris (2); Antwerp 


Charles W. Adair, Jr. 
Counselor for Bcooomle Afi drs 
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